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COOK COUNTY SHERIFF’S AWARDS 2018
Congratulations to the 39 T-Bolts that were recognized by the Cook County Sheriff’s Department for earning over 100 service hours in one 
year.  The students are:  Osama Abusaad, Ella Bailitz, Tara Burke, Alexis Burnette, Alexander Buttala, Samantha Calderon, Gina Canavan, 
Katie Cavarretta, Madison Devine, Girvinn Fernandez, Madeline Frale, Dahabieh Ghusain, Tatum Hammerschmidt, Sydney Hellmann, Seth 
Huisenga, Laila Jumah, Christopher Kanofsky, Leah Kassis, Connor Keating, Morgan Kozar, Jonathan Carl Laxamana, Mackenzie Martin, 
Stella Martinez, Laurel Miskovic, Nolan Nieukirk, Ibrahim Othman, Mary Reilly, Mateo Rodriguez, Khaleel Saadeh, Kya Ikon Sanchez, Gaetano 
Spalla, Samantha Spalla, Brianna Steele, Leah Stoecker, Hayley Subka, James Subka, Heather Thielmann, Shannon Volk, and Anthony 
Young.  T-Bolts Pride!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to 2019!  With the start of a new year, we have the annual rite of passage to set new goals 
- personal or otherwise - and see how long we can keep that focus!  For our students, we’ve themed 
the month “Renew.”  No matter what grade, the need to renew is vital and a healthy life skill.  Often 
in life, we are obligated to take a step away, breathe, and gain a fresh sense on our life / our goals.  
January is a great time for that for high school kids - our freshmen shift from transition to mastering 
high school, our seniors begin to shift towards life after high school, and our juniors and sophomores 
have the focus of testing, selecting courses, and experiences that help them focus their futures.  In all, 
January is a great month to Renew!

A major experience for all students returning, or beginning, in 2019-20 is the process to register 
for classes.  This is one of the most important decisions within high school, and one in which we 
strongly encourage parents to be fully invested.  Electives, academic level, and other decisions can 
be vital to not only making a successful next year, but also it can set the stage for the rest of the high 
school experience and beyond.  The following are three considerations for ALL returning students 
and families on selecting classes:

• Pick a passion - we offer over 100 courses that are electives - not math, science, social studies, PE, 
or English core (although some electives like Sports Medicine, Computer Science, and Anatomy 
are within departments).  Each student has a passion, or interest; and I challenge all families to 
align TWO of their choices to either something that “gets you going” or something you think you 
would like to pursue later in life.  Fine Arts, technology, career preparation, or a targeted subject 
within the core - go through the information provided with detail and pick something that excites 
or engages beyond the core!

• Challenge yourself - whether that is based on the course level (honors/AP, academic, etc.) or a 
course that forces students out of their comfort zone; academic challenge is an asset for later 
in life.  Each year, find something that would make you stretch yourself academically to really 
see what you are capable of.  Reminder - we have TBolt Time, The Center, and other support 
programs to help ensure that you will not be alone in meeting those challenges.  So pick ONE 
course that is a challenge to you!

• Role of Cocurriculars - This mirrors the two considerations above, because athletics, clubs, 
competitive activities, theater, etc. are not simply there for preoccupation.  They are there to find 
or engage in something a student is passionate about, at the same time providing challenging 
situations.  Additionally, cocurriculars may allow students to try something out that does not 
“fit” into their schedule.  I encourage families to look at the 80 clubs and 29 sports and find ONE 
more to join next year.  If you are an athlete, join a competitive activity like Model United Nations, 
Mathletes, Chess, or Debate.  If you are a club-kid, join Water Polo, Track & Field, or Cross Country.  
If you want to connect with other kids of common interest, there is Girl Up, Robotics, ESports, and 
Drama Club - among dozens of others.

Ralph Waldo Emerson famously stated - Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave a trail.  The biggest disappointment I find in my job is having students 
simply “get through school”.  Believe it or not, high school is not about tests, bells, and dress codes.  
Yes, we have those too, but that is more function than purpose.  The purpose is to find passion, 
interest, and a sense of self.  To learn as much about collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity as 
we do about facts and figures.  We cannot simply allow our kids to “punch the clock” over four years 
when there are tons of opportunities to discover themselves.  

I get that seems heavy with regard to plugging classes into a schedule - but that is just what I 
believe…

Best of luck in 2019!   
If you ever have questions or ideas, never hesitate to reach out at rnolting@d230.org.  

Robert Nolting 
Principal

January  

 8 Classes Reconvene

 9 Mid-Year Graduation

 21 Martin Luther King Day -  
  No School

  

February  

 13 Senior Academic Recognition  
  Night

 18 President’s Day - No School

  

March  

 4 No School

 5 Parent/Teacher Conferences  
  (no student attendance)

 13 Spring Parent University

 22 Early Dismissal

25-29  Spring Break
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APPLIED TECHNOLOGY
Do You See Engineering or Design in Your  
Students Future?
The Applied Technology Department at Andrew High 
School offers our students interested in Engineering, 
Architecture, or Design a variety of courses.  In our 
Department, students can choose from Engineering 
Concepts, CAD I, & CAD II.
In our Engineering Concepts course, the students 
are immersed in a team-centric atmosphere using the 
principals of the Design Loop and the Project-Based 
Learning model.  The students experience through their 
labs the major areas of Engineering, producing solutions 
to real-world problems.  Students in the course also take 
leadership roles in their teams, as well as being engaged 
in the grading process through self and group evaluations.  
The course follows what a student in engineering or 
design may experience at the freshmen level in college.  Students also participate in field 
trips to various engineering and physics-related locations, including Fermi Lab National 
Accelerator in Batavia, and participate in engineering-based student competitions.  The 
class is strongly recommended for any student looking to follow engineering or design as a 
career path, and looking to set themselves apart from their peers applying to colleges and 
universities.  

Student in CAD I and CAD II take part in a modern take on the traditional drafting & design 
courses.  Students in both courses also have an interest in engineering, architecture, design, 
or construction/trades-related fields.  The students in CAD I are introduced to the drafting and 
design world through hands-on learning and using the popular AutoCAD design software.  Once a student has successfully completed CAD 
I, they are able to move on to CAD II, which focuses on the 3D world of design, using the Inventor software to create 3D models both on the 
computer and through our MakerBot 3D printers.  Students taking these courses have an advantage on their peers in the chosen career path 
once they graduate, as their knowledge of these software and design ideas are already present as the enter college and career.  

SNOWBALL
Andrew, Sandburg, and Stagg students united the weekend of 
November 16-18, 2018, to participate in the District 230 Operation 
Snowball Retreat at Camp Duncan in Ingleside, IL.  Before the 
retreat, the amazing teen staff created the theme “Be Your Own 
Hero” to remind students it is essential to take care of yourself first in 
order to be a strong leader and role model in all aspects of your life.  
Making personal positive choices not only affect you but everyone 
around you.   

During the retreat, 120 
students took part in 
team building activities, 
student-led workshops, 
and leadership-focused 
small groups learning 
about their personal 
strengths and abilities.  
The students also had 
the opportunity to interact 
with three guest speakers 
who shared their personal 
stories and the ways 
students can use their 
own voice and strengths 
to bring more positivity to 
their own communities.  

It was a wonderful weekend of bonding between students’ at all three 
schools, and many students made new connections and friendships 
that will extend past the retreat.  

The D230 Snowball Retreat is a yearly retreat open to all students in 
the district.  Please, watch for information for our Fall 2019 retreat, or 
contact the Andrew Director, Mark Keller, at mkeller@d230.org with 
any questions you may have.  We would love to see you at our next 
retreat!
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AP Exam Registration
Registration for the annual AP Exams is 
now open, and closes in late-February.  
The May dates in which the exams are 
administered are determined by College 
Board. 

Registration for any AP exam must be 
done through the following website:  
www.TotalRegistration.net/AP/144117 
(note: the AP must be capitalized).  
Payment can be made by credit/debit 
card, check, or money order, directly to 
Total Registration.  Andrew High School 
will not be taking payment for exams.

It is our belief that an AP course is 
complete when a student takes the 

AP exam, and offering families this 
opportunity for an early registration will 
commit students to that final experience.  
Teachers of AP courses do offer 
evening review sessions during the 
spring. 

Need financial assistance?  You can 
request through the completion of 
the online registration. Notification of 
assistance will be given to families in 
late January.

Registration For Next 
Year’s Classes
Students will begin selecting their classes for 
next year during the month of January.  A letter 
detailing the process was sent home in December.  
A schedule of student registration appointments 
will be posted throughout the building.  Should you 
have any questions, please contact your student’s 
Guidance Counselor.

Seniors: Important 
Scholarship Information

Senior Scholarships
Andrew High School would like to recognize all seniors who have been awarded scholarships.  Please either complete the form below or email 
Mrs. Donna Driscoll in the Guidance Department at ddriscoll@d230.org.  This information will be placed in the Scholarship Night Program.  We use 
the financial information for school data purposes and it remains confidential.  

STUDENT NAME __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Scholarship:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Awarded from which school/organization: ________________________________________________________________________________

Total of the award over 4 years if renewable:  _______________________

VJA Common Scholarship Application – Expect 
to see this application in Mid-January; due early 
February.  Deadlines will appear on the application.  
Applications will be available in the Guidance Office 
and is open only to Andrew seniors.  Approximately 
40 different local scholarships will be awarded to 
our students through this one application, including 
Rotary Club, VFW, Kirby, Bannes, memorial awards 
and many others.

Scholarship Websites: below are databases with 
plentiful scholarship applications for students across 
the country

www.fastweb.com – the ultimate legitimate source 
for scholarships.  Have your student go online, 
create an account, and start receiving emails about 
possible scholarships they can apply for!  

Other useful sites:
www.collegeanswer.com
www.collegeboard.com 
www.cappex.com
www.scholarships.com

You should never have to pay for a scholarship 
search; nor should you have to pay to apply for 
a scholarship. Check w/your Guidance Counselor 
if the scholarship is requiring a fee.  

ILMEA 2018-2019
Congratulations to our 2018-2019 ILMEA All State Orchestra Selections.  These 
students were selected from a pool of hundreds to represent the finest musicians in 
our state.  Outstanding job John Sikorski (Clarinet), Cameron Bilek (Flute), Althena 
Yu (Violin), and Michael Allen (Percussion – not pictured).  Special congratulations 
to Althena as VJA’s first strings selection in school history.  



(708) 342-5800 | andrew.d230.org

“What’s Your Story?” / From The FACS Department

As we continue to highlight students at Andrew High School, we are 
going to share Abby Williams’s story of her experiences within the 
Family and Consumer Science department.  Abby first heard about 
the opportunities within the FACS department from her two older 
sisters that graduated from Andrew High School, but Abby wanted 
to experience it for herself.  Abby was able to learn about these 
opportunities and more as an 8th grader on Step Up Day with her 
fellow classmates.  During that visit, she saw the Preschool classroom 
and learned about programs that provided connections that would 
allow her to work with children.

This first experience led her to register for Child Development, 
which led to Early Childhood Education, Parenting, Adult Living, and 
Teaching Internship to go along with an Independent Study course 
that would allow her to have another opportunity to work with the 
preschool students.  Abby enjoyed getting the chance to make an 
impact on younger children and valued the connections that she 

was able to make with the preschool buddies.  The courses and the 
preschool program inspired her to pursue a degree in Elementary 
Education.   Abby has been accepted to Monmouth College and was 
also awarded a Dean’s Scholarship.

Abby is very thankful for the work that her teachers have done for 
her.  She feels as though she has been prepared for the level of detail 
and planning that an educator needs in order to be successful.  She 
is appreciative that Andrew offers the variety of courses that we are 
able to offer; without them she feels as though she would have no 
idea what she would want to do after high school.  This is why she 
recommends that students explore the classes that they think are 
best for them and what they would like to do once they graduate from 
Andrew.  We would like to thank Abby for all of the time and impact 
that she has made with the preschool program and we wish her the 
best of luck as she moves forward with her education.

Abby Williams’s Story Started Before High School

Joint 
Superintendent 
Advisory Meeting

In November, the 
Superintendent Advisory 
students from all three D230 
schools met for a Joint Advisory 
meeting.  The topic for the 
meeting was “My Story”.  These 
students discussed interview 
skills and interviewed each 
other.  They strategized on the 
best way to frame questions to 
get a deeper answer.
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Student Council – Veterans Luncheon 2018
The first half of the 2018-2019 school year was a busy one for 
Andrew High School’s Student Council!  The beginning of the Fall 
started off strong as Student Council began all of our Homecoming 
Week activities.  On the Sunday prior to Homecoming Week, 
Student Council had nearly 200 students come and participate in 
our third annual Homecoming Olympics, as well as assist our club 
with painting the windows to be showcased during Homecoming 
Week.  Additionally, the Saturday morning of the Homecoming 
Dance, over 100 members of Student Council came together 
to transform our school into the Emerald City, as they helped 
decorate for our Wizard of Oz-themed dance.  

In the beginning of October, Student Council hosted our annual 
Teacher’s Dinner, where members of Student Council volunteered 
to spend some extra time at school on their day off and decorated 
the cafeteria and to serve a nice meal to their teachers after 
Parent-Teacher conferences.  

The fun didn’t slow down as we reached November!  During 
November, Student Council attended the SWSC Leadership 
Conference to collaborate with leadership programs from other 
schools and gain ideas about how to make Andrew High School’s 
Student Council truly the best.  

Also in November, Student Council hosted the Veteran’s 
Luncheon, in which over 100 veterans came 
to VJA and enjoyed a nice meal and company 
from members of Student Council.  To go 
along with a weeklong honoring of Veteran’s 
Day that included an entire spirit week, 
Student Council hosted a donation drive.  
For two weeks, Student Council collected 
items donated by students that would be 
shipped to men and women currently serving 
overseas, as well as donated to veterans’ 
organizations within our area.  We were 
simply overwhelmed with the vast number of 
items we received in donations.  

Student Council would like to give a special 
thanks to everyone who has helped out with, 
and participated in, events this semester; we 
truly could not have done it without you.  We 
are unbelievably excited for what the rest of 
the year has in store for Student Council.   
Go T-Bolts! 

Student Council’s Annual Veterans Luncheon

Over 100 students came out to decorate for 
Homecoming 2018 

Student council members serving dinner to 
the staff during parent / teacher conferences 

Student council members who attended the 
SWSC Leadership convention in the Fall. 

Donations collected during this year’s 
Veterans donation drive. 

Kyle Kras enjoying the Veterans Luncheon
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Deans’ Office 
The Importance of School Attendance 
According to the District 230 handbook, students are allowed 
5 excused absences each semester.  District 230 and Andrew 
High School believe any absence will have an adverse effect on 
a student’s grades, which is why we challenge our students and 
parents to make every effort possible to be at school each day.  

What can parents do about school attendance?
• Parents will check daily attendance on Skyward and talk to your 

student about what you are seeing.
• Parents will send students to school unless your student has a 

fever or is vomiting.
• Parents will promote healthy eating and sleeping habits to combat 

common colds.
• Parents may create incentives for positive morning routines.
• Parents will make every effort to schedule appointments outside of 

school hours.

What can the school do about school attendance?
• Andrew High School will provide settings within school for students 

who struggle with social or emotional anxiety.

• Andrew High School will provide mentors to students who avoid 
school because of academic or social struggles.

• Andrew High School will provide alternative academic settings 
within Andrew High School for students who have fallen behind 
academically and are having trouble seeing the path forward.

• Andrew High School will provide social workers, counselors, and 
other support staff, free of charge, for students who avoid school 
because of depression or anxiety.

• Andrew High School will communicate directly with parents about 
their student’s attendance to discuss how Andrew High School can 
help the student attend school.  

• Andrew High School will provide every service we have available 
to have your student in school getting the education they deserve 
that will provide them wide-ranging opportunities for their future.

If you have a student who struggles with daily school attendance, 
think of January as a fresh start.  Set a goal with your student about 
reducing the number of days absent, and how you are going to try to 
reach that goal.  In addition, if you need help, please reach out to us.

Spanish Honors Society
On December 6, Andrew High School inducted 84 students into 
the Spanish Honors Society under the leadership of Mrs. Sandy 
Dirker and Mrs. Michelle de la Vega.  These students all met the 
requirements of 4 semesters of high school Spanish, 3.0 cumulative 
GPA, and 3.5 Spanish GPA.  They uphold the values and principles 
of Spanish language & culture appreciation.  Andrew High School is 
proud to have these young people as inspiration for future classes.  

Our new Spanish Honors Society members are:  Kylie Adams, Adam 
Allabadi, Lena Alowisi, Eric Armendariz, Ali Ata, Jack Ballard, Ava 
Barclay, Cristal Bazile, Matthew Bellario, Leah Boss, Ella Bullard, 
Samantha Calderon, Christopher Camacho, Jourdan Campbell, 
Madeline Campbell, Allison Cerullo, Giovanni Cistaro, Olivia Cistaro, 
Daniel Condon, Lauren Crean, Joseph DeHaan, Madison Devine, 
Diya Dileep, Kayla Elias, Jamal Elmosa, Gianna Ennis, James 

Farrelly, Nolan Fasel, Marco Flores, Matthew Ford, Allison Frale, 
Sophia Galindo, Ryan Garbrecht, Esraa Gomaa, Sarah Haddadin, 
Ronnie Hamad, Tatum Hammerschmidt, Hayat Hamoudah, Keri 
Herman, Mariam Isa, Allison Ivers, Amala Jacob, Emily Jones, 
Jenna Kanan, Isabella Lapera, Jonathan Carl Laxamana, Lyly Le, 
Ella Lemonier, Corlin Leonard, Joshua Litao, Armani Lopez, Addison 
Mcgee, Claudia Mietus, Emily Morsovillo, Noura Nasereddin, 
Gabrielle Nega, Christian Ortiz, Alyssa Oszal, Madison Pytka, Logan 
Radgowski, Kyra Rushing, Kitzia Ruvalcaba, Haneen Salameh, 
Sebastian Salas, Reham Samara, Amany Sarsour, Saverio Scumaci, 
Elizabeth Sopczak, Kailey Stariha, Aidan Strunka, Timothy John 
Subang, Jacqueline Sullivan, Rami Sweis, Michal Szczepaniak, Kevin 
Tesher, Kaitlin Tholl, Makayla Torsan, Jenna Triezenberg, Jordan 
Vela, Samantha Warpecha, Nathan Wetmore, Gia Yetter, Hannah 
Zajac, and Emma Zavala.  
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SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 4, 2019
To access or complete the submission form provided go to:   

  https://goo.gl/forms/DVlNKXSZtvDtAUTj1

Asthma Health Alert

Important Reminders from the Nurse’s Office/ 
Nurse’s Office Alert:  Attention Junior Parents/
Guardians (class of 2020)  
All students entering 12th grade in the State of Illinois are 
required to show proof of having received one dose of 
Meningococcal Conjugate vaccine given on or after their 
16th birthday.

Proof of having received the Meningococcal vaccine is 
required and should be submitted to the School Nurse 
as soon as the vaccine is given. 

Vaccine documentation can be:
• Dropped off in the Nurse’s Office 
• Mailed to Victor J. Andrew High School,  

Attention: Nurse’s Office 
• Scanned and e-mailed to the Nurse’s Office at 

vjanurse@d230.org 
• Faxed to the Nurse at 708-737-7725

It is important to note that your child will not receive a 
schedule, participate in athletics, or apply for a parking 
pass in the 2019-2020 year until documentation of  
having the vaccine is received in the Nurse’s Office.

If you have any questions, please contact the Nurse’s 
Office at 708-342-5858.

Nurse’s Office 

There is no doubt that our students 
found many wonderful electronic 
devices such as CD’s, DVD’s, 
Bluetooth speakers, cell phones and 
MP3’s under the Christmas Tree.  
Despite the fact that these items 
provide hours of enjoyment, when 
misused, they can cause a serious 
and lifelong health problem.  The 
increase in exposure to loud sounds 
has resulted in a growing number of 
young people being diagnosed with 
Noise Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL).

Just as with smoking and obesity 
issues, it is often difficult to convince 
teens to take seriously the fact that life 
style choices made now can affect them 
in mid-life. We typically expect some 
hearing loss in our “senior citizen” years.  
Studies conducted by the National 
Institute on Deafness and Other 
Communication Disorders have shown 
that as many as 5.2 million teenagers 
now show signs of hearing loss.

Prolonged exposure to loud music 
damages the delicate hair cells 
in the inner ear, preventing them 
from carrying the impulses to the 
brain where they are translated 
into the sounds.  These hair cells, 
once damaged, are irreparable.  
Earphones project the sound directly 
in the ears, bypassing walls, rugs, 
and other items in the environment 
that absorb some of the sound you 
hear without earphones.  If someone 
else is using earphones and you can 
hear their music, it is too loud for 
them.

As always, concern for the health 
and safety of our students is a top 
priority at Andrew High School.  We 
encourage you to follow the directives 
concerning electronic devices as 
stated in the student handbook.

All medication (exceptions listed below) is to be 
stored in the Nurse’s Office.  A student should not 
carry prescription or non-prescription medications with 
them during school hours. Exceptions include inhalers 
and Epi-Pens, and Diabetic supplies but only with 
the medication form on file.  If a student must take 
a medication at school, including Tylenol, Ibuprofen, 
antibiotics, eye drops, etc., the student must provide 
the nurse with a written order for the medication from 
a licensed physician, as well the parent’s written 
signature.  Any medication administered in the Nurse’s 
Office will be recorded in the student’s health file.  
Forms to allow the administration of medication at 
school are available in the Nurse’s Office or online at 
https://district.d230/andrew/depts/nurse/default.aspx.  If 
the student requests to call home for medication during 
the school day, they must call from the Nurse’s Office.  
A parent must come into the Nurse’s Office, wait for the 
student, and administer the medication to the student. 
Medication cannot be left in the Nurse’s Office, or at the 
Main South Door, for a student to pick up. 

Please remember to contact the Nurse’s Office with any 
changes in your student’s health or contact information, 
such as home, work, or cell numbers.  Thank you for 
your cooperation with this very important matter.

As we head into the cold and flu season, please 
remember the following procedure for sick student pick 
up:

• Remind your child not to text you from the classroom.  
Instead, they should report to the Nurse’s Office.

• The Nurse’s Office will contact parent/guardian to 
arrange for pick up.

• Parent or Guardian must sign out the student in the 
Nurse’s Office.

• Under certain circumstances student may be allowed 
to drive themselves home with parent approval.

As always, please contact the Nurse’s Office with any 
questions.

Illinois Law requires an 
Asthma Action Plan to be 
completed by physician 
for all asthmatic students.  
Please submit completed 
forms to the Nurse’s Office 
as soon as possible.  Any 
questions, please call the 
Andrew Nurse’s Office at 
342-5858.

Hearing Alert

A Reminder of the Medication Policy

TWITTER
Follow your friends in Guidance on twitter @vjaguidance.  
We are your one stop shop for the latest in Andrew college visits, scholarships, 
career exploration, and many other events we have going on through the year.
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VJA honors its finest students, teachers, support staff, and community supporters.   
We are seeking nominations for individuals who exhibit the following criteria:

★ Positive role model for both staff and students
★ Distinguished work on behalf of the school and its students
★ Creative thinker; innovative 
★ Actively seeks solutions to problems at VJA
★ Undisputed positive attitude towards all others
★ Advocates for and participates in the growth of Andrew High School

CATEGORIES:
• Student an active student who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Teacher an active part-time or full-time, substitute, or teacher serving a long-term 
substitute position, who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Support Staff secretary, deans’ or special services aide, custodian, or food service 
employee, who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Community Member  a parent, neighbor, booster member, or other individual who is not 
employed at VJA, who has gone above and beyond in their support of VJA

• Corporate Partner Award a local business who has continued to support and successfully work with 
Andrew athletics, co-curriculars, or service learning opportunities

Golden Bolts Distinguished Service Award

OUR ADMINISTRATION AND SENIOR LEADERS WILL SELECT AND 
HONOR INDIVIDUALS AT A SPECIAL DINNER EVENT ON 

March 11, 2019
6:30 p.m. - Reception

7:00 p.m. - Dinner
7:30 p.m. - Awards 

(Please make sure of the nominee’s and your availability prior to the event.)

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 4, 2019
To access or complete the submission form provided go to:   

  https://goo.gl/forms/DVlNKXSZtvDtAUTj1
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Andrew Athletics Update
Welcome back!  We hope everyone had a 
great winter break.  As we return for the start 
of the 2nd semester, we also prepare for 
upcoming conference and IHSA post-season 
play.  Hard to believe we are almost upon 
the end of the winter season.  There is a lot 
to look forward to this month, but also much 
to be proud of from last month.  In addition 
to winter programs beginning to wind down, 
our spring sports programs are also getting 
ready to gear up next month, starting the 
last week of February, to hold tryouts and 
practices.  Please be on the lookout for 
announcements and flyers for spring sports 
tryouts.  Also, please remember to register on 
8to18 as well.  You will need to use the same 
login credentials each time you register your 
athletes.  In order to try out for any sport, 
a student must be registered on 8to18 and 
show a valid sports physical.  

The Varsity Dance team has had a strong 
start to their competitive season, and 
are looking to take that success into the 
conference championship this month at 
Bolingbrook.  They hosted the Andrew 
Competitive Dance Invitational this 
past November where they placed 1st.  
Additionally, they competed at the Minooka 
Competitive Dance invitational on December 
1 where they took home the top spot beating 
out over 40 other teams.  The team is looking 
forward to continuing their competitions at the 
IHSA Sectionals in January and Nationals in 
Orlando in February.  You can also catch their 
performances at half time of all of the home 
varsity basketball games!

Our cheer program’s first competitions came 
up fast in December and the Lady T-Bolts 
did not disappoint!  While Varsity had some 
deductions, they floored the judges in many 
other ways and really came out strong!  The 
Lady T-Bolts also had a great performance 
at Joliet West!  Our JV team was extremely 
successful coming home with a 1st place 
from Wilmington, as well as qualifying for the 
ICCA cheer championships being held this 
month.  Amazing job athletes!!

Boys’ basketball started the conference 
season with losses to Thornton and 
Thornwood at home. Lincoln-Way Central, 
Sandburg, and Tinley round out the schedule 
until the Jack Tosh Holiday Tournament at 
York H.S.  The boys are hoping to be chosen 
as an IHSA Regional host site and looking 
forward to seeing how the draw plays out.  
Come check us out at any of our home 
games this month.

The Lady T-Bolts basketball program has 
been working hard to start the year.  We have 
suffered a few tough losses early on, but 
we are growing from them and making the 
adjustments to be successful in the coming 
weeks.  Congratulations to junior Isis Fitch 
who was named to the All-Tournament team 
at the Lincoln-Way Central Thanksgiving 
Tournament!  Come out and support us 
at any of our home games this month.  
Sophomores start at 4:30 p.m., followed by 
varsity around 6 p.m.

The boys’ bowling season is well underway, 
moving quickly towards conference and 
the state series this month.  Your T-Bolts 
will be the host of the SWSC Conference 
Championships on Saturday, January 5, 
at Orland Bowl.  At this point, the boys are 
showing an improvement in averages, overall 
team averages, and record versus last 
year.  The team is preparing a deep bench 
of sophomores and juniors to support the 
program going forward.  Kudos to seniors 
Rich Payton and Jeff Serafini as they 
have shown immense increases in overall 
match averages versus junior year, and to 
sophomores Dan Manijak and Eric Ciccone 
who have broken 200 with match averages 
this year.    

Girls, bowling is 3-0 at the start of their 
season.  At our first tournament, senior 
Noelle Doody placed 10th overall.  In our 
second invite, we took 1st place and had 4 
individuals in the top 15. Julia Dring took 2nd, 
Deanna Wiedmyer took 4th, Nikki Skowyra 
took 9th, and Bryanna Battles took 12th.  We 
look forward to rolling on with our season into 
conference at the end of the month, followed 
by a tough IHSA Regional.

The Lady T-Bolts gymnastics team has had a 
respectable start to the season winning their 
first meet against Homewood-Flossmoor, 
and increasing their team score by five points 
in their second meet of the season against 
Lincoln-Way Co-op.  Junior Bella 
Lapera has made her name 
known competing in her first 
year on the T-Bolt’s gymnastics 
team, taking the crown in all-
around in both of the meets.  
Claire Scheulin and 
Madison Hartmann 
have also assisted in 
guiding the team 
to these 

accomplishments.  The T-Bolts also hosted 
their 40th annual Nutter-Sulo Frosh invite 
December 8th. We are looking forward to an 
exciting second half of the season, as well as 
hosting the SWSC conference championship 
meet on January 22. 

Varsity wrestling team improved to 9-1 and 
are an honorable mention team by the latest 
state ranking. The Daily Southtown also 
has us ranked 8th. Currently Luc Valdez is 
ranked 5th in state at 113, while Kyle Silzer, 
Luke Gardner, and JP Migawa are all state 
honorable mentions. Michelle Sanchez just 
competed in the 2nd all girls wrestling festival 
at HF and walked away with a 3-0 record 
(all pins).  The SWSC Varsity conference 
championships will be hosted at Stagg this 
month on the 18th and 19th.  

The boys’ swim season started strong in 
November, and the boys are continuing to 
work hard into the second half of the season.  
We have a large returning group of juniors 
this year led by Austin Russell, Mike Reiter, 
Ruairi Murphy, Matt Wagonblott, and Sam 
Casey. The boys are swimming well and we 
are looking for a few state qualifiers this year.  
The T-Bolts will be the hosts this year on Feb 
2 for the SWSC conference championship 
meet.  Come out and support us!

Finally, as we always ask, please consider 
being a member of our Athletic Booster Club.  
Their hard work and commitment to our 
athletes helps us every year in purchasing 
new uniforms, supplies, and equipment, 
totaling more than $50,000 annually.  We 
cannot say enough how much we appreciate 
all the hours they volunteer for our kids.  We 
ask all our athletics parents to please be 
a paid member of our organization.  Every 
dollar raised goes right back to our programs.  
We look forward to seeing you at our next 
home competition.  Go T-Bolts!  Best of luck 
to our winter programs as they compete in 
post-season play this month!
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MUSIC BOOSTERS T.P.P.O.  
(Thunder Pride Parent 
Organization)

With marching season over, the music program 
has moved full steam into concert season.  The 
VJA choir students performed at the Downtown 
Tinley Holiday Market along with a flute concert 
made up of a number of VJA band students.  
The department also hosted their holiday Prism 
concert on December 13, with the entire music 
program in performance, including 3 concert 
bands, 4 choir groups, and the VJA orchestra.  
It was a wonderful and festive night filled with 
some amazing music.  The department also put 
on the winter musical, “Songs for a New World” 
to great success.  The VJA choir also made 
their yearly trip to the WGN radio studios on 
December 15 to do some on-air caroling.  

The end of marching season also marks the 
start of lots of new music activities.  The pep 
band has begun playing at home basketball 

games and the jazz band has started practicing 
for their spring performances.  Andrew Winter 
Percussion and Winter Color Guard have 
started their rehearsal schedules and will have a 
community show the first weekend in February, 
so keep an eye out for the date and time.  In 
addition, please mark your calendars for the 
Spring Music Parents Craft show on March 2 
and 3, 2019.

As always, we would love to see you at our 
Andrew Music Parent meetings where you 
can keep up to date on all the news from the 
music department.  The meetings for spring are 
Tuesday, February 15, Wednesday, March 6, 
and Tuesday, April 16, at 7:30 p.m. in the choir 
room. 

Thank you and Eyes with Pride!!

Welcome Back  We hope everybody 
had a well-rested Winter Break.  We 
wanted to thank everybody who 
ordered a Snack Pack for their son/
daughter.  The orders have placed us 
near our goal of  being able to award 
six Senior scholarships at the end of 
the year.  

The TPPO will be 
at the 8th Grade 
Open House/
Test Results 
night starting at 
6:00 p.m. selling 
coffee and fresh 
chocolate chip 
or oatmeal raisin 
cookies.  The 
8th Grade Open 
House will be held on Monday, 
January 28.  A cup of coffee will be $1 
and the cookies will be sold for $2 for 
2 cookies.  For more information and 
reminders, check out our Facebook 
Page at https://www.facebook.com/
AndrewHighSchoolTPPO/. If you have 
any questions, please contact Tracie 
Zaghloul at traciezaghloul@gmail.com.

Athletic Booster has its own website.  The 
website is: www.andrewathleticboosters.org   

There is a link on the VJA main website or 
8to18. 

Plan to attend our monthly Athletic Booster 
Club meetings.  All members are invited.  
Next Meeting:  Our next Booster Club 
meeting is Wednesday, January 16, at 7 p.m. 
in Room 220.  We ask all winter team reps 
to attend.  It is also a great way to become 
involved.  Please come and see what we are 
all about.    

WANTED:  New Directors for 2019-2020 
Season - We are currently looking for next 
year’s Fall Concessions Assistants,  
Boys’ Basketball Concession Assistant, 
Spring Concession Assistant.  Please 
contact Rena Sheehan at rena.espo.
sheehan@gmail.com if you are interested.

NEEDED: 
1 Spring Girls’ Soccer Concession Assistant 
for approximately 7 games

1 Spring Girls’ and Boys’ Track Concession 
Assistant for 3 meets.

2 Spring Lacrosse Concession Assistants for 
approximately 10 games and State Finals

BOOSTER CLUB FUNDRAISER 
Join Us…….Wednesday, January 15, at 
Gatto’s Restaurant (all locations) Lunch or 
Dinner—Dine-In or Carry-Out.  Just mention 
Andrew Athletic Booster Club when paying 
your bill.

Spirit Wear:  Our spirit wear collection is 
available.  Please contact Missy Geibel at 
missygeibel@ymail.com or Robin Murphy at 
robinmurphy23@att.net.

Athletic Senior Scholarship and Variety 
Show Scholarships - Attention Seniors:  
Families must have been Athletic Booster 
Club members before December 1, 2018, to 
be considered for the scholarships.  Forms 
will be available at Athletic Booster Club 
meetings starting on January 16, 2019.  
Remember one of the criteria for eligibility for 

the scholarship is volunteering to work in the 
concession stand for fall and winter.

Concessions:  Thank you to all the parents 
who help with indoor boys’ basketball 
concessions, our Poms Competition, and 
Cheerleading Competition.  Please come out 
and enjoy one of our games.  

Breakfast with Santa was a huge success.  
Thank you to Debbie Claussius, Varsity 
Boys’ Basketball, and all the other directors 
who helped.

THANK YOU to all parents who donated 
their time to all Booster Club sponsored 
events.  This club can only be successful 
when parents get involved.  We hope to 
continue our success with your help in the 
future.  If you have any questions or would 
like to volunteer, please contact Rena 
Sheehan at rena.espo.sheehan@gmail.com.

Your Time Leads to Your Athlete’s 
Success!

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
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FASHION  
& INTERIOR DESIGN

The Fashion & Interior Design class and Fashion Club members had the opportunity to tour Columbia College of Chicago to learn about the fashion 
programs and careers.  After the tour, the students traveled to lunch and admired the old architecture buildings.  Before, departing students had the 
opportunity to view the enormous decorated pine tree and “The Bean”.


